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çLet me win! But if I cannot 

win let me be brave in the 

attempt!è

The Special Olympics Athlete Oath
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Philosophy

Special Olympics is founded on the belief that people with intellectual 

disabilities can, with proper instruction and encouragement, learn, enjoy 

and benefit from participation in individual and team sports tailor-made 

to their own needs. 

The movement believes that consistent training is essential to the 

development of sports skills, and that competition among those of equal 

abilities is the most appropriate means of testing these skills, measuring 

progress and providing incentives for personal growth.
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Mission

The mission of Special Olympics is to provide year-round sports training and 

athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for children and adults 

with intellectual disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities to develop 

physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in a 

sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics 

athletes and the community.



ü Special Olympics is a truly global movement that stands as a 

leader in the field of intellectual disability. 

ü Special Olympics is an international non-profit organization founded 

in 1968 by Eunice Kennedy-Shriver, sister of the President John F 

Kennedy.

ü The organization is dedicated to empowering individuals with 

intellectual disabilities to become physically fit, productive and 

respected members of society through sports training and 

competition.

ü Special Olympics offer athletes the possibility to compete in 30 

Olympic-type summer and winter sports

ü Today,  more than 3.1 million athletes participate in Special 

Olympics programs from 185 countries
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Latest Special Olympics host cities :

ü USA ïN. Carolina (1999) ïSummer Games

ü USA ïAlaska (2001) ïWinter Games

ü Ireland ïDublin (2003) ïSummer Games

ü Japan ïNagano (2005) ïWinter Games

ü China ïShanghai (2007) ïSummer Games

ü USA - Idaho (2009) ïWinter Games

Today, in the international Special Olympics movement, participate more 

than 550.000 athletes from the US, 500.000 from Europe, 700.000 from 

China, 410.000 from India, while in Greece the athletes are more than 

12.000.
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Special Olympics in Greece


